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Many different actors influence political decisions: states, private business, NGOs, pressure 
groups, international organizations. Political science can judge how democratic states are. 
But can other actors be democratic, too? And how does this change our understanding of 
democracy? In the manner of history of ideas, this seminar we will look at the changing 
meaning of the term “democracy”; we analyze examples and best practice models of 
democratic participation at local administrative units, in factories, in social movements, and 
in international organizations; eventually we will discuss alternative concepts like 
“Empowered Participatory Governance” and “Horizontalidad”. Our goal is to develop a 
reflective and critical understanding of democracy in times of global governance. 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